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MICHAEL MCCORMACK: Fantastic to be here back at home at Wagga Wagga today, and 
indeed, at the Forest Hill Wagga RAAF Base to see the new consecration of the new Royal Australian 
Air Force banner. Such an important occasion. The last time this occurred was 1989, and I recall I 
was here then too, when the then-Governor General, Bill Hayden, presented the new Governor 
General's banner to the 1st Recruit Training Unit here at RAAF Wagga.  
 
So it's a special day to have Sir Peter Cosgrove, the current Governor General, make this important 
handover of the new banner, and he reminded everyone here of the importance that RAAF Wagga 
plays; not just to the city, but also the nation, and the hundreds of recruits who come through RAAF 
Wagga each and every year who go on to serve our nation proudly.  
 
So it's good that not only the Governor General honours those recruits and honours the base, but 
also our city continues to serve and continues to honour and acknowledge the role that RAAF Wagga 
plays here in the city. Not just because we have RAAF recruits in our town and spending lots of 
money in our city, but also the fact that we are a tri-service city, and the fact that we've actually 
gained nearly $1 billion worth of funding from the Liberal Nationals Federal Government to upgrade 
facilities both here at RAAF Wagga and at Kapooka Army Base, the home of the soldier is not a small 
amount. It's quite an important thing that we continue to make sure that these bases have the very 
best facilities.  
 
And on that note, I'm also very, very pleased that the Commonwealth Government has today signed, 
in Melbourne early this morning, the intergovernmental agreement with the state of Victoria for the 
Inland Freight Rail. Now, the Inland Freight Rail began proceedings, I suppose you could say, on 15 
January at Peak Hill, which is in the Riverina electorate, when the first 600 tonnes of steel were 
dropped off for that important nation-building infrastructure.  
 
And certainly, over the next seven years, they're going to be busy up and down the line between 
Melbourne and Brisbane, building that corridor of commerce to be able to take produce from 
Riverina farm gate to port, and to Asian plate. And certainly, with the Inland Freight Rail, it'll be just 
24 hours from farm gate to port, and then on to market. So when we've got free trade agreements 
with South Korea, with China and Japan, we need to be able to honour those agreements by 
producing and delivering the very best produce. And of course, Riverina farmers do that. Not only 
will Riverina farmers benefit, but also will the small businesses around the Riverina and Central West 
that I proudly represent.  
 



Further than that, this morning in Melbourne I announced, as the Deputy Prime Minister and the 
Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, a $135 million investment in the North East Rail line. That 
is going to make a safer and better and much improved rail line for north-eastern Victorian 
commuters. We know how important rail is in Victoria and elsewhere, but that $135 million 
investment is on top of the $100 million investment that we announced last June.  
 
So $235 million going to improve and upgrade the rail lines in northeast Victoria, but I was also very 
pleased that Victoria is the first state to come on board with the intergovernmental agreement for 
the Inland Rail, and looking forward to signing a similar bilateral agreement with New South Wales. 
I've already had discussions with Melinda Pavey and Andrew Constance from New South Wales in 
that regard, and also looking forward to getting the Palaszczuk Queensland Government on board.  
  
So an exciting day for Australia, as far as the Inland Freight Rail is concerned, as far as the passenger 
rail in northeast Victoria is concerned, and certainly here for RAAF Wagga, a very proud day with the 
new banner being consecrated in the presence of the Governor General Sir Peter Cosgrove. Are 
there any questions?  
 
QUESTION: Michael, you just mentioned that about $1 billion going toward Kapooka and RAAF 
here in Wagga. As the role of Deputy Prime Minister, do you have more say in all that funding 
coming to the local area?  
 
MICHAEL MCCORMACK: That funding of nearly $1 billion going to RAAF Wagga and the army 
base at Kapooka, the Home of the Soldier, was made as part of the 2016 Defence White Paper, and 
at the time, I was the Assistant Minister for Defence, and yes, I did play a very big part in advocating 
and fighting for that funding. Here at RAAF Wagga there are many 1950s buildings which obviously 
needed replacing and so to replace those buildings and to make sure that that funding was available 
for the replacement of that building, meant that the RAAF Base here at Wagga had a very, very long-
term future and not just the short-term future which is was designated.  
 
So, proud to say that that building will also help local businesses, local joineries, local carpenters and 
local subcontractors. So, much of the work will be done here locally, and of course, it is part of a ten-
year upgrade, not just here for RAAF Wagga, but also for the army base. So, Wagga relies very 
heavily on its three military services: the Navy, the Air Force and the Army. Of course, we've got the 
Charles Sturt University. It's a very proud city of education and, as the band plays and the Governor 
General leaves, it is a proud day for the city and I'm very glad to be part of it.   
 
QUESTION: All good, and obviously the Governor General is here so it is a very proud day for 
Wagga. Did you meet Peter Cosgrove? He wasn't the one who swore you in, I understand. 
 
MICHAEL MCCORMACK: No, the Victorian Governor swore me in, but I have met Sir Peter on 
many, many occasions. He's actually a bit of an afficionado of the Thirsty Crow, and each and every 
time I've been sworn in to a Ministry – and that's been five or six times now, both in Small Business 
and Assistant Minister for Defence, and Infrastructure, and other roles that I've held – Sir Peter has 
sworn me in. And he's always mentioned, as we shook hands, the Thirsty Crow. So, to the team 
down at the Thirsty Crow, the Governor General knows where you are and likes your craft beer.  
 
QUESTION: Are you guys heading there for a beer after this? 
 
MICHAEL MCCORMACK: No. In fact, I'm headed back down to Wodonga to talk about the 
North Eastern rail. I'm then heading to the seat of Murray, Shepparton with Damian Drum, the 
Member for Murray. And then, I'm headed back to Canberra for a meeting late this evening, and 
then back to Wagga Wagga tonight. So, I've got a very busy day. It started at five o'clock in 
Melbourne, but that is my days and weeks and months, and hopefully years ahead at the moment. 



They are very busy days. As Deputy Prime Minister, there's not too much down time. But certainly, 
to be able to put Riverina front and centre of national media and national importance, that's also 
significant. And I never forget that I am a boy from Wagga Wagga. I never forget that, originally, I 
grew up in Marrar, and certainly, the local concerns and needs and wants and demands are also top 
of mind still for me, even though I am the Deputy Prime Minister.  
 
QUESTION: And just back on the Inland Rail. You've got some Riverina farmers still concerned 
that it might cross through their properties. How are those consultations going? 
 
MICHAEL MCCORMACK: Well, I know that the Australian Rail Track Corporation, the ARTC, is 
working with those farmers. I also know that the NSW Farmers and other organisations, are taking 
up their cause. I've also spoken to a number of the farmers along the route who are affected. Look, 
we will work through those issues. This is nation-building infrastructure, though, as I say. It needs to 
be built. It needs to be built for the greater good of the nation. It also is important in the context of 
our free trade agreements. There is no point having free trade agreements with important trading 
partners in Asia if we can't deliver the sorts of goods that we need to deliver to them. And Riverina 
farmers produce the very best in grain, and grapes, and beef, and sheep meat, and all the rest. So, 
we need to be able to deliver that to port in less than 24 hours. The Inland Freight Rail between 
Melbourne and Brisbane will enable that, and then we can obviously get it on ships and get it to 
Asian plates in next to no time.  
 
QUESTION: And how are you enjoying your role as Deputy Prime Minister? 
 
MICHAEL MCCORMACK: Oh look, I'm absolutely enjoying it. And it's an important role. It's a 
big role obviously. It's obviously also a huge step up, but I'm up for the challenge and certainly 
working closely in conjunction with the Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull. The Nationals in 
government with the Liberals have delivered. We've helped small business and medium enterprises 
deliver 403,000 jobs last year – 1100 jobs a day.  
 
We've also helped deliver, as part of a 10 or 11-year period, $75 billion in infrastructure. So, as part 
of last year's Budget, rolling out a record $75 billion worth of infrastructure. And of course, the 
Riverina will benefit from some of that infrastructure spending as well. But more than that, not only 
are we fostering an environment where there are good prospects for jobs, good prospects for 
education, good health services, we're also making sure that there's downward pressure on cost of 
living.  
  
We never need to forget when we are Members of Parliament, and whether we're the Prime 
Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, or any member of government, people are still doing household 
budgets around the kitchen table, and we also need to be able to remember and place ourselves in 
their shoes too, because there are pressures on people, through power prices, through rising costs 
of all sorts of things.  
 
As politicians, it is our job to make sure that we push downward pressure and that's why I was so 
disappointed to see Bill Shorten have an attack, this week, on dividends. An attack on those self-
funded retirees and other pensioners who rely on that little bit of money to help pay for their power 
bills; little bit of money to help pay their grocery bills; and certainly, if Labor is to get back into power 
at the next election, federally, that is going to see the carbon tax reintroduced. That is going to see 
power prices go up, and that is going to see a lot of people out work. We are working hard, in the 
Liberal and Nationals, to make sure that there are jobs for people, there are jobs for their children, 
and there are good prospects for their futures. Unfortunately, Labor and Bill Shorten cannot say the 
same. Thank you very much.  
 
[ENDS] 


